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1. INTRODUCTION
David J. Powers & Associates has requested TreanorHL’s assistance in assessing four parcels located at the
intersection of E 10th and Chestnut streets in Gilroy (APNs 841-66-010, -011, -014 and -015). These parcels have
not been identified on any state, county, or local historic resources registers or inventories. The parcels include
businesses with addresses listed as 401 Chestnut Street (841-66-011) and 450 E 9th Street (841-66-014 and 015).1 411 10th Street is a vacant lot (841-66-010). This report is an evaluation of the properties’ potential
eligibility to be individually listed in the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR).

2. SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
Upon completion of the survey and archival work, the structures at 450 E 9th Street do not appear individually
eligible for listing on the CRHR as the properties were not found to possess sufficient historical significance.
Further, the building at 401 Chestnut Street was constructed in 1978 and does not meet the age threshold to be
considered a historic resource. The building also lacks architectural merit that would deem it eligible without
needing to meet the age requirement. Lastly, 411 10th Street is a vacant lot and is therefore, not considered a
historic resource.

3. METHODOLOGY
TreanorHL conducted a site visit on November 19, 2020 to evaluate the existing conditions, historic features,
and architectural significance of each property and the structures. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, TreanorHL did
not conduct in-person research at the local library or archives. Instead, online research was completed including
consultation of city directories, historical aerials and photographs, newspaper articles, Santa Clara County
Assessor’s Office, City of Gilroy Planning Office, and various other online repositories.

4. PROPOSED PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Project description: The project proposes to rezone the site from C3 and CM to C3-Planned Unit Development
(PUD) overlay district in order to demolish and remove all improvements on-site and construct a 120-room hotel,
a carwash, and four commercial buildings (one of which would include a gasoline service station and
convenience store and the remaining three which would include drive-through service). The four commercial
buildings and carwash would total approximately 19,649 square feet.

5. PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
Bound by US 101 on the east, E 10th Street on the south, Chestnut Street on the west and E 9th Street on the
north, the project site features several buildings on the 6.8 acres. Located immediately adjacent to US 101 in the
southern half of the city, the site occupies much of the block. The site features four permanent structures: a
single-story L-shaped commercial structure associated with 401 Chestnut Street and a small corrugated metalclad shed, a Ranch style office building and a large metal-clad repair/shop building all associated with 450 E 9th
Street. The L-shaped building located at the southwest corner of the site is known as Chestnut Square and
1
The Santa Clara County Assessor’s Office identifies E 10th Street as Automall Py. For consistency, this report will refer to the parcels using E
10th Street which is the road name that appears on regional maps. The address 450 E 9th Street is shared between APNs 841-66-014 and 015.
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houses numerous commercial units. Paved parking separates the retail building from the busy intersection of
Chestnut and E 10th streets. A vacant lot is east of the shopping center. At the north side of the property, along E
9th Street are several buildings, a few of which are temporary structures. The permanent structures include a
single-story Ranch style structure used as an office and a large metal-clad building used for truck repairs and
maintenance. At the middle of the property is a small shed building clad in corrugated metal. Paved and
unpaved areas surround the buildings associated with 450 E 9th Street.

Figure 1. The subject parcels at the intersection of E 10th and Chestnut streets, outlined in red (Google Earth, imagery date
September 2018).

411 E 10th Street (APN 841-66-010)
This parcel is vacant. Currently it is unpaved with a gravel surface and is used for storage of excess truck parts
and vehicles.
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Figure 2. Looking west towards the vacant lot, 411 E 10th Street.

401 Chestnut Street (APN 841-66-011)
Chestnut Square Building
Constructed in 1978, this one-story, commercial building is L-shaped in plan. Approximately a dozen businesses
of varying types are housed in the structure. Vertical wood siding clads the building. A standing seam metal clad
Mansard parapet surrounds and hides the flat roof. Substantial flat wood trim surrounds all openings. A single
door with a large, glazed panel in an aluminum frame accesses each retail space. A narrow, fixed aluminum sash
window flanks each entry door. All other windows are fixed and aluminum sash. A paved area to the southwest
of the structure provides parking for patrons of Chestnut Square.

Figure 3. Chestnut Square looking north from parking lot.
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Figure 4. Chestnut Square looking east from parking lot.

450 E 9th Street (APN 841-66-014)
Office Building
This one-story, Ranch style structure is rectangular in plan. Constructed in 1966/1967 the original building had a
much smaller footprint. Expanded to its current footprint in the 1970s, the wood-frame structure has board and
batten cladding and a low-pitched, asphalt shingle-clad, gable roof. A cross gable projection shelters the central
entry door on the north façade. Modest posts support the open beam structure that creates the entry porch roof.
The multi-panel entry door features a fanlight and is flanked by sidelights. The primary window type on this
façade is aluminum-sash, slider. East of the entry is one small slider window, while three slider windows are
located to the west. The windows vary in size. Flat wood trim surrounds all openings.

Figure 5. The front (north) façade of 450 E 9th Street (APN 841-66-014).

A single multi panel door and a narrow window featuring three fixed panes punctuate the east façade. The
upper part of the gable end is clad in horizontal wood boards.
Like the primary façade, the south façade, features a centrally located door. The multi panel door has a fanlight.
Four slider windows adorn this side of the building and vary in size. Roof and wall mounted mechanical units are
present.
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Figures 6 and 7. The east façade (left) and the south façade (right).

The gable end on the west side of the building features a shed roof overhang supported by square wood posts.
Vertical wood planks crate a privacy screen, enclosing part of the porch. Board and batten siding clads this
façade. A flush wood door is centrally located with a slider window on each side. This was the entrance to the
original structure. Notable features include the entry porch and the board and batten siding.

Figure 8. The west façade featuring the shed roof porch.

Metal Shed
Constructed in 1966, this one story shed structure is rectangular in plan. Clad in corrugated metal, the wood
frame building features a gable roof clad in the same material. A large, corrugated metal sliding door on the east
façade is the only access to the interior. The building has no windows. A single metal pole penetrates the roof
and supports two flood lights. Wood rafter tails are visible on the east and west façades at the modest eave
overhangs. The area around the building is unpaved.
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Figures 9 and 10. The east and south façades of the metal shed (left) and the west façade (right).

450 E 9th Street (APN 841-66-015)
Repair/Shop Building
Constructed in 1970 this large warehouse-like structure was built to service trucks. Surrounded by an unpaved
gravel surface, the metal frame building is rectangular in plan. Metal cladding covers the entire structure
including the low-sloped gable roof. Three rollup doors and two pedestrian doors are visible on the north
façade. The western-most bay of the structure is open on the north and south sides. The south façade has four
rollup doors and two pedestrian doors. Large flood lights adorn this side of the building.

Figure 11. The north façade of the repair/shop building at 450 E 9th Street (APN 841-66-015).

Figure 12. The west and south façades of the repair/shop building at 450 E 9th Street (APN 841-66-015).
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6. ARCHITECTURAL STYLES
Constructed in the late 1960s and into 1970, the buildings at 450 E 9th Street exhibit elements of vernacular
architectural styles. The small metal-clad building was constructed to meet a need, and that is evident in the
building’s lack of ornamentation. Likewise, the repair/shop building was constructed to house trucks during
maintenance. The office building has design elements derived from the Ranch architectural style, featuring
rudimentary elements of the style that was becoming popular as the suburban landscape was expanding.
The Ranch architectural style (1935-1975) refers to buildings that are generally one story, with a low-pitched roof
and wide eave overhangs. Typically constructed as residential buildings, these structures also featured large
picture windows and an attached garage. The Ranch style dominated the expanding suburban landscape
especially in residential neighborhoods and developments. Various cladding materials were used – brick veneer,
wood shingles, stucco and stone – on the exterior to differentiate houses from one another. The style was also
popular for commercial buildings. The character-defining features of the style include:


Long and rectangular in plan



Low-pitched roof



Picture windows



Wide eave overhang



Asymmetrical façade



Off center entrance



Variety of cladding material



Attached garage2

The building at 401 Chestnut Street is a Mansard style commercial structure. These types of buildings were
constructed from 1940 to 1980. The character-defining features of the style include:


Mansard roof



One to two stories in height



Simple exterior detailing3

7. SITE HISTORY
According to historical aerials, the subject site was used for agricultural purposes until the mid-1960s. By 1968 a
small metal-clad shed and office building at 450 E 9th Street appear on the aerial photographs. Around
1966/1967 Donald Triolo began to develop the site for his growing business – Trans Valley Transport. As the
agricultural freight business grew, development on the site expanded to include the large metal-clad shop
building at 450 E 9th Street (841-66-015) in 1970.4

2

Virginia Savage McAlester, Field Guide to American Houses: The Definitive Guide to Identifying and Understanding America 's Domestic
Architecture (New York: Alfred A Knopf, 2013), 596-603 and DUDEK, City of Gilroy Historic Context Statement and Historic Resources
Inventory Update (July 2020), 114.

3

DUDEK, City of Gilroy Historic Context Statement and Historic Resources Inventory Update (July 2020), 104
Historical Aerials by NETR Online (accessed November 30, 2020) and Salem Engineering Group, Inc., Phase I Environmental Site
Assessment – Proposed Commercial Development NEC of East 10th Street and Chestnut Street Gilroy, CA, August 22, 2018, 82-93.

4
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Construction Chronology for 411 E 9th Street (APN 841-66-010)
A Texaco gas station was constructed on the site in 1971 according to county and city records. In 2007 the
service station was demolished. Today the site remains vacant.

Construction Chronology for 401 Chestnut Street (APN 841-66-011)
The site was originally developed as Chestnut Square in 1978 according to permit and assessor records.5

Construction Chronology for 450 E 9th Street (APN 841-66-014)6
The existing one-story office structure was built circa 1967. By 1980 the building had been expanded to its
current footprint.
The small metal-clad shed building was constructed in conjunction with the installation of an underground fuel
tank according to the property owner. This building housed electrical equipment required to operate the
underground fuel tank. Both were constructed circa 1966 when the property was first being developed for the
Trans Valley Transport business.

Construction Chronology for 450 E 9th Street (APN 841-66-015)7
The existing metal-clad shop structure was built in 1970 according to assessor’s records. By 1980 the large
warehouse-like structure had been expanded by an additional bay to the west.

Figure 13. 1968 Aerial photograph, the subject parcels outlined by the red line.8

5

Historical Aerials by NETR Online (accessed November 30, 2020).

6

Wierzba, David, personal communication, November 12, 2020, Phil Angelo, personal communication, November 13, 2020, John Triolo,
personal communication, November 19. 2020 and Salem Engineering Group, Inc., Phase I Environmental Site Assessment – Proposed
Commercial Development NEC of East 10th Street and Chestnut Street Gilroy, CA, August 22, 2018, 55-57.
7

Wierzba, David, personal communication, November 12, 2020, Phil Angelo, personal communication, November 13, 2020, John Triolo,
personal communication, November 19. 2020 and Salem Engineering Group, Inc., Phase I Environmental Site Assessment – Proposed
Commercial Development NEC of East 10th Street and Chestnut Street Gilroy, CA, August 22, 2018, 55-57.
8

Salem Engineering Group, Inc., Phase I Environmental Site Assessment – Proposed Commercial Development NEC of East 10th Street and
Chestnut Street Gilroy, CA, August 22, 2018, 87.
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Figure 14. 1974 Aerial photograph, the subject parcels outlined by the red line.9

Figure 15. 1968 Aerial photograph, the subject parcels outlined by the red line.10

8. HISTORIC CONTEXT11
Officially incorporated as the “Town of Gilroy” in 1868, only two years later the area was incorporated as a city.
Gilroy was settled early in the development of Santa Clara County. As the city farthest south in the county, it is
located at the foot of the valley where the foothills of the Diablo Range and the Santa Cruz Mountains converge.
9

Salem Engineering Group, Inc., Phase I Environmental Site Assessment – Proposed Commercial Development NEC of East 10th Street and
Chestnut Street Gilroy, CA, August 22, 2018, 87.

10

Salem Engineering Group, Inc., Phase I Environmental Site Assessment – Proposed Commercial Development NEC of East 10th Street and
Chestnut Street Gilroy, CA, August 22, 2018, 87.
11
Unless noted, largely summarized from DUDEK, City of Gilroy Historic Context Statement and Historic Resources Inventory Update (July
2020), 30-89.
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The city was established at the crossroads of El Camino Real and the road to the Central Valley over Pacheco
Pass.12
After the town’s incorporation, the Santa Clara & Pajaro Railroad (purchased by the Southern Pacific Railroad
Company in early 1870) was extended from San Jose to Gilroy, marking the beginning of sustained economic
and population growth in the city. Southern Pacific opened an official depot in Gilroy, the downtown business
district started to grow, and several hotels and eateries were established. The initial utilities, schools, businesses,
and industries were settled during these early decades.
In the late 1880s, the downtown core was centered along Monterey Road between 4th and 7th streets, with
residential buildings on large lots on the surrounding streets. Until recently, Gilroy and the entire South Santa
Clara County area were dominated by the agricultural industry. While cattle and dairying were the primary
agricultural industries, J.D. Culp’s tobacco farm and processing plant was also a significant agricultural
enterprise. An agricultural expansion began in the 1870s with the introduction of fruit orchards, and by the 1880s
fruit processing plants were established in Gilroy. By 1900, the population reached 1,820 and the city began to
experience sustained growth.
At the beginning of the early 20th century, Gilroy was a rural agricultural community predominately populated by
farmers and ranchers. Gilroy residents were inspired by the City Beautiful movement and the public services
available in surrounding cities like San Jose and San Francisco. A new City Hall was completed in 1907, the
Carnegie Library was constructed in 1910, and a new passenger depot was completed in 1918. The residential
development of the period was characterized by expansion into the previously undeveloped sections of the city.
Despite World War I, the population of Gilroy continued expanding gradually. Commercial development during
the first two decades of the 20th century was characterized by rapid expansion and growth of commercial
businesses related to the everyday needs of Gilroy’s citizens. The completion of state road 101 and the
economization of the automobile brought other commercial opportunities to Gilroy including auto camps and
auto courts, service stations, repair garages, and auto-dealers.
The population of Gilroy grew substantially between 1940 and 1946 from 3,615 persons to 4,388 which was
spurred by a combination of service members returning from the war to establish families, and people who were
attracted to the area in search of job opportunities created by the war effort. Residential development during the
post-war period continued in the pattern established by early subdivision developers, who sub-divided a
property just outside the city-limits and had the property annexed. As Gilroy’s population continued to grow, it
required even more newly annexed areas devoted to residential developments as well as supporting
infrastructure like schools, parks, churches and commercial centers. During 1965, the City annexed 750-acres of
land, effectively increasing the area of the City by 50 percent during that year alone. By 1970, the population of
Gilroy had reached 12,665. In terms of commercial development, Monterey Road in the downtown corridor did
not see sizeable new projects. In 1949 the City allowed restricted businesses to operate on a section of
Eigleberry Street between 1st and 7th streets. Commercial development in the 1960s and 1970s was largely
confined to the newly developed areas of Gilroy which required the installation of new facilities like shopping
centers to service the outlying residential developments. In the mid-20th century, the Gilroy Chamber of
Commerce sought to attract new industries. The City identified 250-acres of available land to the southeast of
town near the rail line and the highway available for industrial development, and a number of manufacturing
plants were founded in the 1960s. By 1972, Gilroy had 37 manufacturing plants in the area.

12

Archives & Architecture, County of Santa Clara Historic Context Statement, (December 2004, revised February 2012), 75.
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The continued development of Gilroy during the modern period (1975 to present) can be largely defined by the
City’s close proximity to the rapid expansion of Silicon Valley’s tech industry. Residential development and the
population grew throughout the 1970s and 1980s, as the overwhelming expansion of San José drifted into the
Southern area of the county. As the tech industries in San José and Silicon Valley continued to flourish through
the 1990s and early 2000s, the reputation of Gilroy as a bedroom community grew alongside it. Agriculture and
agricultural product processing continue to maintain a huge share of the employment market in Gilroy, followed
closely by manufacturing and industrial ventures.

9. ARCHITECT/BUILDER
The research did not reveal any design professionals associated with the initial design and/or construction of the
subject properties at 450 E 9th Street. Further, no design professionals are associated with the Chestnut Square
property (401 Chestnut Street).

10. OWNER/OCCUPANCY HISTORY
Founded in 1937, Trans Valley Transport, Inc. has been moving agricultural freight around California and the
west coast for decades. In 1968 Donald Triolo officially purchased the properties associated with 450 E 9th Street
and began to develop the once agricultural site into the operations center of the Trans Valley Transport, the
company he owns and manages. The lots adjacent to US 101 provided easy access to one of California’s main
thoroughfares and the large open parcels were ideal for truck parking and maintenance. The company transports
commodities like onions, garlic, carrots and tomatoes throughout the year. Today, the family run business is
managed by John and Eric Triolo, Donald’s sons. Trans Valley Transport has been the dominant occupant of the
site since it was commercially developed. Recently the large shop building has been rented to various truck
repair entities.13
Donald Triolo has owned the other two parcels (841-66-010 and -011) since 1968 as well. Numerous businesses
have inhabited the building at 401 Chestnut Street. Many of the occupants have been small retail stores,
professional services and food retailers. Occupants today range from a donut shop to a salon to an insurance
company.14

11. REGULATORY FRAMEWORK
The regulatory background provided below offers an overview of state criteria used to assess historic
significance.
The California Office of Historic Preservation’s Technical Assistance Series #6, California Register and National
Register: A Comparison, outlines the differences between the federal and state processes. The criteria to be

13

Wierzba, David, personal communication, November 12, 2020, Phil Angelo, personal communication, November 13, 2020, John Triolo,
personal communication, November 19. 2020 and Salem Engineering Group, Inc., Phase I Environmental Site Assessment – Proposed
Commercial Development NEC of East 10th Street and Chestnut Street Gilroy, CA, August 22, 2018, 55-57. Gilroy City Directories were used
to support information gained through personal communications.
14

Salem Engineering Group, Inc., Phase I Environmental Site Assessment – Proposed Commercial Development NEC of East 10th Street and
Chestnut Street Gilroy, CA, August 22, 2018, 55-57, John Triolo, personal communication, November 19. 2020 and Tans Valley Transport,
Inc., Trans Valley Transport, http://www.tvtli.com (accessed December 2, 2020).
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used when establishing the significance of a property for listing on the California Register of Historical Resources
(CRHR) are very similar, with emphasis on local and state significance. They are:
1. It is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
local or regional history, or the cultural heritage of California or the United States; or
2. It is associated with the lives of persons important to local, California, or national history; or
3. It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values; or
4. It has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important to prehistory or history of the local area,
California, or the nation.15
The CRHR requires the establishment of historic significance before integrity is considered. California’s integrity
threshold is slightly lower than the federal level. As a result, some resources that are historically significant but do
not meet National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) integrity standards may be eligible for listing on the
CRHR.16
California’s list of special considerations is shorter and more lenient than the NRHP. It includes some allowances
for moved buildings, structures, or objects, as well as lower requirements for proving the significance of
resources that are less than 50 years old and a more elaborate discussion of the eligibility of reconstructed
buildings.17
In addition to separate evaluations for eligibility for the CRHR, the state automatically lists on the CRHR
resources that are listed or determined eligible for the NRHP through a complete evaluation process.18

Integrity
Second, for a property to qualify under the CRHR’s Criteria for Evaluation, it must also retain “historic integrity of
those features necessary to convey its significance.”19 While a property’s significance relates to its role within a
specific historic context, its integrity refers to “a property’s physical features and how they relate to its
significance.”20 To determine if a property retains the physical characteristics corresponding to its historic context,
the NRHP has identified seven aspects of integrity, which the CRHR closely follows: 21
Location is the place where the historic property was constructed or the place where the historic
event occurred.
Design is the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure, and style of a
property.
Setting is the physical environment of a historic property.

15

California Office of Historic Preservation, California Register and National Register: A Comparison, Technical Assistance Series 6,
(Sacramento, 2001), 1.
16
California Register and National Register: A Comparison.
17
Ibid., 2.
18
All State Historical Landmarks from number 770 onward are also automatically listed on the California Register. California Office of Historic
Preservation, California Register of Historical Resources: The Listing Process, Technical Assistance Series 5 (Sacramento, n.d.), 1.
19
United States Department of the Interior, How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation, National Register Bulletin, No. 15
(Washington, D.C., 1997), 3.
20
How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation, 44.
21
Ibid., 1.
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Materials are the physical elements that were combined or deposited during a particular period
of time and in a particular pattern or configuration to form a historic property.
Workmanship is the physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture or people during any
given period in history or prehistory.
Feeling is a property’s expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular period of time.
Association is the direct link between an important historic event or person and a historic
property.22
Since integrity is based on a property’s significance within a specific historic context, an evaluation of a
property’s integrity can only occur after historic significance has been established.

12. SIGNIFICANCE EVALUATION
Current Historic Status
The subject parcels, including the buildings at 401 Chestnut Street and450 E 9th Street, have not been identified
on any state, county, or local historic resources registers or inventories.

401 Chestnut Street (APN 841-66-011)
In general, buildings less than 50 years old can be considered historic resources only if they constitute an
exceptional achievement in architecture or engineering or are of otherwise exceptional importance. The Lshaped building at 401 Chestnut Street was constructed in 1978 and does not meet the 50-year threshold. It is a
typical commercial building and was one of many small shopping centers that was constructed around the time.
Therefore, this structure is not architecturally exceptional, and thus is not considered a historic resource at this
time.

450 E 9th Street (APN 841-66-014)
Criterion 1 – Association with significant events
Constructed in 1966/1967 the two buildings associated with parcel 841-66-014 are related to industrial and
commercial development in support of agricultural services. The small metal shed and office building were
specifically built to support the Trans Valley Transportation operations which moves produce around the west
coast. While these buildings were constructed during the period when freight operations were becoming
dependent on trucking, rather than railroad, the structures are utilitarian in nature. Further, the subject property
was not influential in shaping other mid-to-late 20th century commercial freight operations in Gilroy or in the
suburban development of the city in an individually significant way. The buildings are among many of the
commercial and industrial structures that were constructed during this period outside the downtown core of
Gilroy. Therefore, the subject property does not appear eligible for listing in the CRHR under Criterion 1.

Criterion 2 – Persons
No persons of known historical significance appear to have been associated with the subject property. While
Donald Triolo and his family have owned and/or occupied this subject property since it was developed for
commercial use, they are not particularly significant. None of the owners or occupants have been identified as
important to the history of Gilroy or California. Therefore, the building does not appear eligible for listing in the
CRHR under Criterion 2.

22

Ibid., 44-45.
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Criterion 3 – Architecture and Construction
The buildings on the subject parcel are of common construction and materials with no notable or special
attributes, and do not possess high artistic value. Constructed in 1966 the small shed is utilitarian in nature with
corrugated metal siding and a gable roof. The Ranch style office structure initially constructed in 1966/1967
received a major addition prior to 1980. This addition is likely when the building received the Ranch architectural
styling. The building exhibits elements of the Ranch style including the rectangular plan, the low-pitched roof,
and the asymmetrical windows; however, it is not an exemplary representation of the style. No master architects,
designers or builders have been associated with the buildings. Overall, the subject property does not appear
eligible for listing in the CRHR under Criterion 3.

Criterion 4 – Information Potential
Archival research provided no indication that the subject property has the potential to yield information
important to the prehistory or history of the local area, California, or the nation. The property does not appear
eligible for listing in the CRHR under Criterion 4.
In conclusion, the property at 450 E 9th Street (APN 841-66-014) cannot be considered a historic resource since it
does not appear individually eligible for listing in the CRHR as it does not have significance under any criteria.

450 E 9th Street (APN 841-66-015)
Criterion 1 – Association with significant events
Constructed in 1970, and then expanded several years later, the large metal clad repair shop was added to the
site to support operations of the Trans Valley Transport business. While the utilitarian structure was built during a
time of industrial and commercial growth in Gilroy, the subject property is not associated with the mid-to-late
20th century development of the city or suburban development in an individually significant way. The property is
among many utilitarian structures constructed during this period. Therefore, the subject property does not
appear eligible for listing in the CRHR under Criterion 1.

Criterion 2 – Persons
No persons of known historical significance appear to have been associated with the subject property. None of
the owners or occupants have been identified as important to the history of Gilroy or California. Therefore, the
building does not appear eligible for listing in the CRHR under Criterion 2.

Criterion 3 – Architecture and Construction
The building on the subject parcel is of common construction and materials with no notable or special attributes
and does not possess high artistic value. Constructed in 1970, the metal clad building with large rollup doors
was purpose-built to shelter trucks during maintenance. The structure is utilitarian in nature and the property is
not an exemplary representation of any notable architectural style. No master architects, designers or builders
have been associated with the property. Overall, the subject property does not appear eligible for listing in the
CRHR under Criterion 3.

Criterion 4 – Information Potential
Archival research provided no indication that the subject property has the potential to yield information
important to the prehistory or history of the local area, California, or the nation. The property does not appear
eligible for listing in the CRHR under Criterion 4.
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In conclusion, the property at 450 E 9th Street (APN 841-66-015) cannot be considered a historic resource since it
does not appear individually eligible for listing in the CRHR as it does not have significance under any criteria.

13. CONCLUSION
Of the buildings located within the project site, none appear eligible for listing in the CRHR. The structures at
401 Chestnut Street and 450 E 9th Street do not appear to possess sufficient historical significance in reference to
the CRHR criteria. The buildings are not associated with the industrial or commercial growth of Gilroy in an
individually significant way. No persons of significance are known to be directly associated with the properties.
The buildings fail to be exemplary representations of an architectural style; they appear to be of common
construction and materials with no notable attributes. No known design professionals have been associated with
the properties. The properties are unlikely to yield information important to the prehistory or history of the area.
Therefore, the subject properties at 401 Chestnut Street and 450 E 9th Street do not appear to be individually
eligible for listing in the CRHR.
No built structures are extant on the 411 E 10th Street site; therefore, no significance evaluation was carried out
for that property.
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APN 841-66-014
*P3a.

Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.

Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and

boundaries)

The subject site sits on a block bound by US 101 on the east, E 10th Street on the south, Chestnut Street on the west
and E 9th Street on the north. The site features two permanent structures: a small corrugated metal-clad shed and a
Ranch style office building. At the north side of the property, along E 9th Street are several buildings, a few of which
are temporary structures. The permanent structures include a single-story Ranch style structure used as an office. At
the middle of the property is the small shed building clad in corrugated metal. Paved and unpaved areas surround the
buildings associated with 450 E 9th Street. The subject site is surrounded by sparse commercial development including
Chestnut Square, a tire shop and vacant lot to the west and a warehouse-like repair/shop to the east. (See
Continuation Sheet.)
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The front façade of office building,
TreanorHL, November 2020.
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TreanorHL
460 Bush Street San Francisco, CA
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450 E 9th Street (APN 841-66-014)
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Common Name: 450 E 9th Street
Original Use:
Commercial
B4. Present Use:
Architectural Style: Ranch
Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)

*NRHP Status Code

Commercial

Constructed in 1966/1967; addition prior to 1980. (See Continuation Sheet.)
*B7. Moved?
 No
*B8. Related Features:

Yes

Unknown
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According to historical aerials, the subject site was used for agricultural purposes until the mid-1960s. By 1968 a
small metal-clad shed and office building at 450 E 9th Street appear on the aerial photographs. Around 1966/1967
Donald Triolo began to develop the site for his growing business – Trans Valley Transport. As the agricultural freight
business grew, development on the site expanded to include the large metal-clad shop building at 450 E 9th Street in
1970.1
The existing one-story office structure was built circa 1967. By 1980 the building had been expanded to its current
footprint.
The small metal-clad shed building was constructed in conjunction with the installation of an underground fuel tank
according to the property owner. This building housed electrical equipment required to operate the underground fuel
tank. Both were constructed circa 1966 when the property was first being developed for the Trans Valley Transport
business.2 (See Continuation Sheet.)
B11.

Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)

*B12. References:

See Continuation Sheets.
(Sketch Map with north arrow required.)
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TreanorHL
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December 4, 2020
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*P3a. Description, Continued:
Office Building
This one-story, Ranch style structure is rectangular in plan. Constructed in 1966/1967 the original
building had a much smaller footprint. Expanded to its current footprint in the 1970s, the wood-frame
structure has board and batten cladding and a low-pitched, asphalt shingle-clad, gable roof. A cross gable
projection shelters the central entry door on the north façade. Modest posts support the open beam
structure that creates the entry porch roof. The multi-panel entry door features a fanlight and is flanked by
sidelights. The primary window type on this façade is aluminum-sash, slider. East of the entry is one
small slider window, while three slider windows are located to the west. The windows vary in size. Flat
wood trim surrounds all openings.
A single multi panel door and a narrow window featuring three fixed panes punctuate the east façade. The
upper part of the gable end is clad in horizontal wood boards.
Like the primary façade, the south façade, features a centrally located door. The multi panel door has a
fanlight. Four slider windows adorn this side of the building and vary in size. Roof and wall mounted
mechanical units are present.
The gable end on the west side of the building features a shed roof overhang supported by square wood
posts. Vertical wood planks crate a privacy screen, enclosing part of the porch. Board and batten siding
clads this façade. A flush wood door is centrally located with a slider window on each side. This was the
entrance to the original structure. Notable features include the entry porch and the board and batten
siding.
Metal Shed
Constructed in 1966, this one story shed structure is rectangular in plan. Clad in corrugated metal, the
wood frame building features a gable roof clad in the same material. A large, corrugated metal sliding
door on the east façade is the only access to the interior. The building has no windows. A single metal
pole penetrates the roof and supports two flood lights. Wood rafter tails are visible on the east and west
façades at the modest eave overhangs. The area around the building is unpaved.
*B10. Significance, Continued:
Historic Context3
Officially incorporated as the “Town of Gilroy” in 1868, only two years later the area was incorporated as
a city. Gilroy was settled early in the development of Santa Clara County. As the city farthest south in the
county, it is located at the foot of the valley where the foothills of the Diablo Range and the Santa Cruz
Mountains converge. The city was established at the crossroads of El Camino Real and the road to the
Central Valley over Pacheco Pass.4
After the town’s incorporation, the Santa Clara & Pajaro Railroad (purchased by the Southern Pacific
Railroad Company in early 1870) was extended from San Jose to Gilroy, marking the beginning of
sustained economic and population growth in the city. Southern Pacific opened an official depot in
Gilroy, the downtown business district started to grow, and several hotels and eateries were established.
The initial utilities, schools, businesses, and industries were settled during these early decades.
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In the late 1880s, the downtown core was centered along Monterey Road between 4th and 7th streets, with
residential buildings on large lots on the surrounding streets. Until recently, Gilroy and the entire South
Santa Clara County area were dominated by the agricultural industry. While cattle and dairying were the
primary agricultural industries, J.D. Culp’s tobacco farm and processing plant was also a significant
agricultural enterprise. An agricultural expansion began in the 1870s with the introduction of fruit
orchards, and by the 1880s fruit processing plants were established in Gilroy. By 1900, the population
reached 1,820 and the city began to experience sustained growth.
At the beginning of the early 20th century, Gilroy was a rural agricultural community predominately
populated by farmers and ranchers. Gilroy residents were inspired by the City Beautiful movement and
the public services available in surrounding cities like San Jose and San Francisco. A new City Hall was
completed in 1907, the Carnegie Library was constructed in 1910, and a new passenger depot was
completed in 1918. The residential development of the period was characterized by expansion into the
previously undeveloped sections of the city. Despite World War I, the population of Gilroy continued
expanding gradually. Commercial development during the first two decades of the 20th century was
characterized by rapid expansion and growth of commercial businesses related to the everyday needs of
Gilroy’s citizens. The completion of state road 101 and the economization of the automobile brought
other commercial opportunities to Gilroy including auto camps and auto courts, service stations, repair
garages, and auto-dealers.
The population of Gilroy grew substantially between 1940 and 1946 from 3,615 persons to 4,388 which
was spurred by a combination of service members returning from the war to establish families, and people
who were attracted to the area in search of job opportunities created by the war effort. Residential
development during the post-war period continued in the pattern established by early subdivision
developers, who sub-divided a property just outside the city-limits and had the property annexed. As
Gilroy’s population continued to grow, it required even more newly annexed areas devoted to residential
developments as well as supporting infrastructure like schools, parks, churches and commercial centers.
During 1965, the City annexed 750-acres of land, effectively increasing the area of the City by 50 percent
during that year alone. By 1970, the population of Gilroy had reached 12,665. In terms of commercial
development, Monterey Road in the downtown corridor did not see sizeable new projects. In 1949 the
City allowed restricted businesses to operate on a section of Eigleberry Street between 1st and 7th streets.
Commercial development in the 1960s and 1970s was largely confined to the newly developed areas of
Gilroy which required the installation of new facilities like shopping centers to service the outlying
residential developments. In the mid-20th century, the Gilroy Chamber of Commerce sought to attract new
industries. The City identified 250-acres of available land to the southeast of town near the rail line and
the highway available for industrial development, and a number of manufacturing plants were founded in
the 1960s. By 1972, Gilroy had 37 manufacturing plants in the area.
The continued development of Gilroy during the modern period (1975 to present) can be largely defined
by the City’s close proximity to the rapid expansion of Silicon Valley’s tech industry. Residential
development and the population grew throughout the 1970s and 1980s, as the overwhelming expansion of
San José drifted into the Southern area of the county. As the tech industries in San José and Silicon
Valley continued to flourish through the 1990s and early 2000s, the reputation of Gilroy as a bedroom
community grew alongside it. Agriculture and agricultural product processing continue to maintain a huge
share of the employment market in Gilroy, followed closely by manufacturing and industrial ventures.
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Architect/Builder
The research did not reveal any design professionals or builders associated with the property.
Architectural Styles
Constructed in the late 1960s and into 1970, the buildings at 450 E 9th Street exhibit elements of
vernacular architectural styles. The small metal-clad building was constructed to meet a need, and that is
evident in the building’s lack of ornamentation. The office building has design elements derived from the
Ranch architectural style, featuring rudimentary elements of the style that was becoming popular as the
suburban landscape was expanding.
The Ranch architectural style (1935-1975) refers to buildings that are generally one story, with a lowpitched roof and wide eave overhangs. Typically constructed as residential buildings, these structures also
featured large picture windows and an attached garage. The Ranch style dominated the expanding
suburban landscape especially in residential neighborhoods and developments. Various cladding materials
were used – brick veneer, wood shingles, stucco and stone – on the exterior to differentiate houses from
one another. The style was also popular for commercial buildings. The character-defining features of the
style include:
 Long and rectangular in plan
 Low-pitched roof
 Picture windows
 Wide eave overhang
 Asymmetrical façade
 Off center entrance
 Variety of cladding material
 Attached garage5
Owners/Occupants
Founded in 1937, Trans Valley Transport, Inc. has been moving agricultural freight around California and
the west coast for decades. In 1968 Donald Triolo officially purchased the properties associated with 450
E 9th Street and began to develop the once agricultural site into the operations center of the Trans Valley
Transport, the company he owns and manages. The lots adjacent to US 101 provided easy access to one
of California’s main thoroughfares and the large open parcels were ideal for truck parking and
maintenance. The company transports commodities like onions, garlic, carrots and tomatoes throughout
the year. Today, the family run business is managed by John and Eric Triolo, Donald’s sons. Trans Valley
Transport has been the dominant occupant of the site since it was commercially developed. Recently the
large shop building has been rented to various truck repair entities.6
Donald Triolo has owned the neighboring parcels (841-66-010, -011 and -015) since 1968 as well.7
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Current Historic Status
The property has not been identified on any State, County, or city historic resources inventory.
Significance Evaluation
California Register of Historical Resources8
Criterion 1 – Association with significant events
Constructed in 1966/1967 the two buildings associated with parcel 841-66-014 are related to industrial
and commercial development in support of agricultural services. The small metal shed and office building
were specifically built to support the Trans Valley Transportation operations which moves produce
around the west coast. While these buildings were constructed during the period when freight operations
were becoming dependent on trucking, rather than railroad, the structures are utilitarian in nature. Further,
the subject property was not influential in shaping other mid-to-late 20th century commercial freight
operations in Gilroy or in the suburban development of the city in an individually significant way. The
buildings are among many of the commercial and industrial structures that were constructed during this
period outside the downtown core of Gilroy. Therefore, the subject property does not appear eligible for
listing in the CRHR under Criterion 1.
Criterion 2 – Persons
No persons of known historical significance appear to have been associated with the subject property.
While Donald Triolo and his family have owned and/or occupied this subject property since it was
developed for commercial use, they are not particularly significant. None of the owners or occupants have
been identified as important to the history of Gilroy or California. Therefore, the building does not appear
eligible for listing in the CRHR under Criterion 2.
Criterion 3 – Architecture and Construction
The buildings on the subject parcel are of common construction and materials with no notable or special
attributes, and do not possess high artistic value. Constructed in 1966 the small shed is utilitarian in nature
with corrugated metal siding and a gable roof. The Ranch style office structure initially constructed in
1966/1967 received a major addition prior to 1980. This addition is likely when the building received the
Ranch architectural styling. The building exhibits elements of the Ranch style including the rectangular
plan, the low-pitched roof, and the asymmetrical windows; however, it is not an exemplary representation
of the style. No master architects, designers or builders have been associated with the buildings. Overall,
the subject property does not appear eligible for listing in the CRHR under Criterion 3.
Criterion 4 – Information Potential
Archival research provided no indication that the subject property has the potential to yield information
important to the prehistory or history of the local area, California, or the nation. The property does not
appear eligible for listing in the CRHR under Criterion 4.
In conclusion, the property at 450 E 9th Street (APN 841-66-014) cannot be considered a historic resource
since it does not appear individually eligible for listing in the CRHR as it does not have significance
under any criteria.
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*P5a. Photographs, continued:

Looking south at the north façade of the office building.

The east façade (left) and the south façade (right) of the office building.

The west façade of the office building featuring the shed roof porch.
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The east and south façades of the metal shed.

The west façade of the metal shed.
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Environmental Site Assessment – Proposed Commercial Development NEC of East 10th Street and Chestnut Street
Gilroy, CA, August 22, 2018, 82-93.
2

Wierzba, David, personal communication, November 12, 2020, Phil Angelo, personal communication, November
13, 2020, John Triolo, personal communication, November 19. 2020 and Salem Engineering Group, Inc., Phase I
Environmental Site Assessment – Proposed Commercial Development NEC of East 10th Street and Chestnut Street
Gilroy, CA, August 22, 2018, 55-57.
3
Unless noted, largely summarized from DUDEK, City of Gilroy Historic Context Statement and Historic
Resources Inventory Update (July 2020), 30-89.
4

Archives & Architecture, County of Santa Clara Historic Context Statement, (December 2004, revised February
2012), 75.

5

Virginia Savage McAlester, Field Guide to American Houses: The Definitive Guide to Identifying and
Understanding America 's Domestic Architecture (New York: Alfred A Knopf, 2013), 596-603 and DUDEK, City of
Gilroy Historic Context Statement and Historic Resources Inventory Update (July 2020), 114.
6

Wierzba, David, personal communication, November 12, 2020, Phil Angelo, personal communication, November
13, 2020, John Triolo, personal communication, November 19. 2020 and Salem Engineering Group, Inc., Phase I
Environmental Site Assessment – Proposed Commercial Development NEC of East 10th Street and Chestnut Street
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APN 841-66-015
*P3a.

Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.

Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and

boundaries)

The subject site sits on a block bound by US 101 on the east, E 10th Street on the south, Chestnut Street on the west
and E 9th Street on the north. The site features a single structure: a large metal-clad repair/shop building. Unpaved
driving surfaces surround the building. The subject site is surrounded by sparse commercial development including
Chestnut Square, a small office structure and vacant lot to the west and the off ramp to US 101 to the east. (See
Continuation Sheet.)
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The front façade of office building,
TreanorHL, November 2020.
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450 E 9th Street (APN 841-66-015)

Historic Name:
Common Name: 450 E 9th Street
Original Use:
Commercial
B4. Present Use:
Architectural Style:
Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)

*NRHP Status Code

Commercial

Constructed in 1970; addition prior to 1980.
*B7. Moved?
 No
*B8. Related Features:

Yes

Unknown

B9a. Architect:
*B10. Significance: Theme
Period of Significance.

Date:

b. Builder:
Area
Property Type
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Applicable Criteria

(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address integrity.)

According to historical aerials, the subject site was used for agricultural purposes until the mid-1960s. By 1968 the
parcel to the west was developed with a small metal-clad shed and office building according to aerial photographs.
Around 1966/1967 Donald Triolo, owner of the subject parcel and the neighboring one, began to develop the site for
his growing business – Trans Valley Transport. As the agricultural freight business grew, development on the site
expanded to include the large metal-clad shop building at 450 E 9th Street (841-66-015) in 1970.1
The existing metal-clad repair/shop structure was built in 1970 according to assessor’s records. By 1980 the large
warehouse-like structure had been expanded by an additional bay to the west.2 (See Continuation Sheet.)
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*P3a. Description, Continued:
Repair/Shop Building
Constructed in 1970 this large warehouse-like structure was built to service trucks. Surrounded by an
unpaved gravel surface, the metal frame building is rectangular in plan. Metal cladding covers the entire
structure including the low-sloped gable roof. Three rollup doors and two pedestrian doors are visible on
the north façade. The western-most bay of the structure is open on the north and south sides. The south
façade has four rollup doors and two pedestrian doors. Large flood lights adorn this side of the building.
*B10. Significance, Continued:
Historic Context3
Officially incorporated as the “Town of Gilroy” in 1868, only two years later the area was incorporated as
a city. Gilroy was settled early in the development of Santa Clara County. As the city farthest south in the
county, it is located at the foot of the valley where the foothills of the Diablo Range and the Santa Cruz
Mountains converge. The city was established at the crossroads of El Camino Real and the road to the
Central Valley over Pacheco Pass.4
After the town’s incorporation, the Santa Clara & Pajaro Railroad (purchased by the Southern Pacific
Railroad Company in early 1870) was extended from San Jose to Gilroy, marking the beginning of
sustained economic and population growth in the city. Southern Pacific opened an official depot in
Gilroy, the downtown business district started to grow, and several hotels and eateries were established.
The initial utilities, schools, businesses, and industries were settled during these early decades.
In the late 1880s, the downtown core was centered along Monterey Road between 4th and 7th streets, with
residential buildings on large lots on the surrounding streets. Until recently, Gilroy and the entire South
Santa Clara County area were dominated by the agricultural industry. While cattle and dairying were the
primary agricultural industries, J.D. Culp’s tobacco farm and processing plant was also a significant
agricultural enterprise. An agricultural expansion began in the 1870s with the introduction of fruit
orchards, and by the 1880s fruit processing plants were established in Gilroy. By 1900, the population
reached 1,820 and the city began to experience sustained growth.
At the beginning of the early 20th century, Gilroy was a rural agricultural community predominately
populated by farmers and ranchers. Gilroy residents were inspired by the City Beautiful movement and
the public services available in surrounding cities like San Jose and San Francisco. A new City Hall was
completed in 1907, the Carnegie Library was constructed in 1910, and a new passenger depot was
completed in 1918. The residential development of the period was characterized by expansion into the
previously undeveloped sections of the city. Despite World War I, the population of Gilroy continued
expanding gradually. Commercial development during the first two decades of the 20th century was
characterized by rapid expansion and growth of commercial businesses related to the everyday needs of
Gilroy’s citizens. The completion of state road 101 and the economization of the automobile brought
other commercial opportunities to Gilroy including auto camps and auto courts, service stations, repair
garages, and auto-dealers.
The population of Gilroy grew substantially between 1940 and 1946 from 3,615 persons to 4,388 which
was spurred by a combination of service members returning from the war to establish families, and people
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who were attracted to the area in search of job opportunities created by the war effort. Residential
development during the post-war period continued in the pattern established by early subdivision
developers, who sub-divided a property just outside the city-limits and had the property annexed. As
Gilroy’s population continued to grow, it required even more newly annexed areas devoted to residential
developments as well as supporting infrastructure like schools, parks, churches and commercial centers.
During 1965, the City annexed 750-acres of land, effectively increasing the area of the City by 50 percent
during that year alone. By 1970, the population of Gilroy had reached 12,665. In terms of commercial
development, Monterey Road in the downtown corridor did not see sizeable new projects. In 1949 the
City allowed restricted businesses to operate on a section of Eigleberry Street between 1st and 7th streets.
Commercial development in the 1960s and 1970s was largely confined to the newly developed areas of
Gilroy which required the installation of new facilities like shopping centers to service the outlying
residential developments. In the mid-20th century, the Gilroy Chamber of Commerce sought to attract new
industries. The City identified 250-acres of available land to the southeast of town near the rail line and
the highway available for industrial development, and a number of manufacturing plants were founded in
the 1960s. By 1972, Gilroy had 37 manufacturing plants in the area.
The continued development of Gilroy during the modern period (1975 to present) can be largely defined
by the City’s close proximity to the rapid expansion of Silicon Valley’s tech industry. Residential
development and the population grew throughout the 1970s and 1980s, as the overwhelming expansion of
San José drifted into the Southern area of the county. As the tech industries in San José and Silicon
Valley continued to flourish through the 1990s and early 2000s, the reputation of Gilroy as a bedroom
community grew alongside it. Agriculture and agricultural product processing continue to maintain a huge
share of the employment market in Gilroy, followed closely by manufacturing and industrial ventures.
Architect/Builder
The research did not reveal any design professionals or builders associated with the property.
Architectural Styles
Constructed in 1970 the large warehouse-like structure is utilitarian in nature with no discernible
architectural style. The building was constructed to meet a need, and that is evident in the building’s lack
of ornamentation.
Owners/Occupants
Founded in 1937, Trans Valley Transport, Inc. has been moving agricultural freight around California and
the west coast for decades. In 1968 Donald Triolo officially purchased the properties associated with 450
E 9th Street and began to develop the once agricultural site into the operations center of the Trans Valley
Transport, the company he owns and manages. The lots adjacent to US 101 provided easy access to one
of California’s main thoroughfares and the large open parcels were ideal for truck parking and
maintenance. The company transports commodities like onions, garlic, carrots and tomatoes throughout
the year. Today, the family run business is managed by John and Eric Triolo, Donald’s sons. Trans Valley
Transport has been the dominant occupant of the site since it was commercially developed. Recently the
large shop building has been rented to various truck repair entities.5
Donald Triolo has owned the three neighboring parcels (841-66-010, -011 and -014) since 1968 as well.6
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Current Historic Status
The property has not been identified on any State, County, or city historic resources inventory.
Significance Evaluation
California Register of Historical Resources7
Criterion 1 – Association with significant events
Constructed in 1970, and then expanded several years later, the large metal-clad repair shop was added to
the site to support operations of the Trans Valley Transport business. While the utilitarian structure was
built during a time of industrial and commercial growth in Gilroy, the subject property is not associated
with the mid-to-late 20th century development of the city or suburban development in an individually
significant way. The property is among many utilitarian structures constructed during this period.
Therefore, the subject property does not appear eligible for listing in the CRHR under Criterion 1.
Criterion 2 – Persons
No persons of known historical significance appear to have been associated with the subject property.
None of the owners or occupants have been identified as important to the history of Gilroy or California.
Therefore, the building does not appear eligible for listing in the CRHR under Criterion 2.
Criterion 3 – Architecture and Construction
The building on the subject parcel is of common construction and materials with no notable or special
attributes and does not possess high artistic value. Constructed in 1970, the metal-clad building with large
rollup doors was purpose-built to shelter trucks during maintenance. The structure is utilitarian in nature
and the property is not an exemplary representation of any notable architectural style. No master
architects, designers or builders have been associated with the property. Overall, the subject property does
not appear eligible for listing in the CRHR under Criterion 3.
Criterion 4 – Information Potential
Archival research provided no indication that the subject property has the potential to yield information
important to the prehistory or history of the local area, California, or the nation. The property does not
appear eligible for listing in the CRHR under Criterion 4.
In conclusion, the property at 450 E 9th Street (APN 841-66-015) cannot be considered a historic resource
since it does not appear individually eligible for listing in the CRHR as it does not have significance
under any criteria.
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*P5a. Photographs, continued:

The north façade of the repair/shop building at 450 E 9th Street (APN 841-66-015).

The west and south façades of the repair/shop building at 450 E 9th Street (APN 841-66-015).
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