State of California — The Resources Agency Ser. N
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION S

HABS____HAER___ Loc SHL No._____NR Status__5 /5P
HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY o :10/ 1037272030562~ g
' 'DEN-,F_'F'E:;:SO'\:‘ name: Hersey House
2. Historic name: Holsclaw House
3. Street or rural address: 7531 Rosanna Street
City Gilroy zip 95020 County Santa Clara
4. Parcel number: 79901961
5. Present Owner: Bill Sickmiller Address: 7531 Rosanna Stree:
City Gilroy zip 95020 ownership is: Public Private X
6. Present Use: Residence Original use: Residence
DESCRIPTION
7a. Architectural style: 1talianate

75.  Briefly describe the present physical sppearsnce of the site or structure and describe any major alterations from its

The residence is a single story wooden design on a rectangular plan in an
Italianate style. The residence has two front bay windows, and a projecting
pediment over the entrance supported by classic columns and balustrades.
Enclosed eaves with brackets, vertical segmental arched windows and quoins
along the corners add Italianate detailing . Prior to World War II, there
. was metal decorative cresting the central roof area. This was removed for
scrap iron during the war. The nine concrete step straight stairway with
metal pipe handrailing is an alteration. A full basement sets the site
apart from the majority of other structures in the neighborhood. The resi-
dence is sheathed in wide shiplap with wooden panels above and below the
double hung bay windows. Dentils and a plain frieze further define the
exterior design. Composition shingles sheath the roof which is multi-planar
in form. The massive double door entry with segmental arched transom is
particularly impressive. The structure is in somewhat deteriorated condi-
tion as is the mature landscape. Without question, however, this site is
one of Gilroy's finest Italianate victorians.
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8. Constructioa data:
Estimated _____ Factual 1874

9.  Architect

Unknown
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rox. size (in feet)
11. Approx propf?y i 140
Frontage Depth
or approx. acreage

12. Date(M Sfrendfﬁg ghotogra'ph(s)

8651-15



13. Condition: Excellent Good Fair_X Deteriorated No longer in existence ____

14. Alterations: Stairway with metal rajling

15. Surroundings: (Check more than one if necessary) Open land __ Scattered buildings Densely built-up

Residential _X__Industrial Commercial Other: ‘
16. Threats to site:  None known LPrivate development Zoning Vandalism _____

Public Works project Other:
17. ls the structure:  On jts original site? X Moved? Unknown?

18. Related features:

SIGNIFICANCE v ' -
19. Briefly state historical and/or architectural importance {include dates, events, and persons associated with the site.)

This house was built for Milton Holsclaw in 1874, Mr. Holsclaw was from Howard Co.,
Missouri, and came to California with two bothers in 1849. They worked in the Diamond
Springs Gold Mine and later Milton started freighting in Sacramento, Grass valley, Yuba City
and Placerville. Finally, he came to Gilroy in 1851 with his brother James. There were
instumental in the start of a protestant church, also started the first blacksmith shop and
later raised wheat, barley and moved on to a farm. He married Mary Ann zuck in 1855. She
was the daughter of David Zuck, of Zuck, Rogers, and Hoover Real Estate Group. Holsclaw
then purchased, lived in and sold several farms and city properties during the60 and 70;s.
He lived in this house for only about one year before he purchased and moved to a farm on
what was to become Holsclaw Road where the family lived for the remainder of their life.
Both daughters ‘graduated from Stanford in 1896. Florence became a medical doctor, as well
as a professor of pediatric medicine at both Stanford and University of California Medical
Schools. Grace taught for 38 years in Public Schools. Mr. Holsclaw sold the house to
George Hersey, who came to California from Massachusetts in 1876. He was a cashier, and 4
Director of the Bank of gilroy. Following his death from cholera, Mary Hersey, his wido

continued to live in the house until her death, It was in the estate upntil 1911, The house

then was owned by S.C. and Neil Neel until 192Qocational sketch map (draw and label site' ang )
surrounding streets, roads, and prominent landmarks):
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